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* Further information can be found from the Animal Health & Vetinary Laboratories 
Agency (AHVLA) 

This document is for guidance only and each individual case should be assessed individually.  TB2 restrictions are specific to a holding and 
the restrictions imposed by the AHVLA may vary depending on the circumstances. Townsend Chartered Surveyors will not be held respon-
sible for the accuracy of the information contained within this leaflet, which is designed as a broad guidance as at 17/10/2013 and should not 
be relied upon without further professional advice. 

Inconclusive reactor animals tested 
again after 60 days (not whole herd, 
unless reactors also found) 

Herd officially TB free 
NO FURTHER ACTION REQUIRED 

(subject to statutory movement controls and 
routine testing restrictions) 

IR’s restricted 
 
IR animals must be isolated  
immediately 
Whole herd will be restricted if:- 
- it has had TB in the past 3 years 
- reactor animals also found on holding 

LOW 

Herd tested every 4 years 
(only animals >42 days old) 

Herd tested annually 
(only cattle >42 days old) What does the test result show? 

Herd placed under movement  
restrictions - TB2 notice issued 
Reactors must be immediately isolated 
whilst waiting to be slaughtered. 
TB2 will detail which premises within a 
holding are restricted. 
Animals identified as an IR on two consec-
utive tests reclassified as reactors 

Once restricted, cattle can only be moved, 
with a licence from the local AHVLA, within 
30 days of last negative Short Interval Test 
(SIT) following restriction: 
- for slaughter (60 days from negative test) 
- from restricted to restricted premises 
- to approved finishing unit 
- to summer keep 
(subject to vetinary Risk Assessment, 
‘standstill’, and pre-movement testing) 

No movement on/off restricted holdings 
Whole herd must undergo testing regime 
to satisfy AHVLA that it is free of TB 

What risk area is your holding? 

  
 SEE MAP OF RISK AREAS OVERLEAF 

Restrictions usually lifted once:- 
- 2 consecutive clear SITs on all animals in 
a restricted herd >60 days apart are provid-

ed  
- 60 day period begins when last reactor 

leaves herd/is isolated 
2 further tests taken on all cattle over 42 days old 

6 and 12 months after TB restriction lifted 

HIGH 

No reactor 
found 

Reactor 
found 

Inconclusive  
reactor (IR) found 

Negative 
test 
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 (TB2) restrictions removed 
Return to routine testing period 

Cattle (>42 days old) movements out 
of high risk areas into low risk must 

have negative test within 60 days 
prior to movement 

 
Reactor found in pre-movement 
test or at next routine test 

Positive reactor test or  
second consecutive inconclusive 

reactor test 

 
IR found in pre-movement test or 
next routine test 
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Positive/IR 
test results 
(Breakdown) 

Herd movement 
restriction  
implemented 

Cattle may only be 
moved with licence from 
animal health office 

60 days after first 
reactor found—
whole herd under-
goes first “short 
interval” test 

120 days—second 
“short interval” test.  
If herd clear cattle 
movement re-
strictions are lifted 

6 months after 
restrictions lifted—
further test on herd 
to ensure it is still 
clear 

12 months—final 
test on herd before 
normal test regime 
resumes 

If negative - Testing 
intervals return to 
routine testing 
interval. 

 
Pre-movement test for cattle moving from 
high to low risk areas within 60 days prior to 
movement 

TB2 issued 

If reactor found will need to 
pass 1st  “short interval” test 
(back to breakdown status) 

In low risk areas herds within a 3km radius 
of a confirmed reactor will require an im-
mediate skin test (radial tesing) and follow 
up tests 6 and 12 months later (if nega-
tive).  In high risk areas adjoining farms are 
tested immediately. These herds will still 
require pre-movement testing 

2 Negative 
tests 

Must wait 60 days before testing 
again 

If no leisons are found in autopsy, culture 
results are negative (usually take 8 weeks )& 
no risk TB2 may be lifted after 1st clear SIT 

Restrictions lifted 




