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Profitable reasons to get your Countryside
Stewardship application in by August 31

The Countryside Stewardship
(CSS) application period is
upon us, and with the deadline
having been extended from the
July 31 to August 31, applicants
now have more time to con-
sider which agreement to
apply for, and options to
select.

One of the main factors
behind applicants undertak-
ing a CSS application, besides
the environmental benefits it
can provide for their holding,
is the monetary return they
will see from joining the
s ch e m e.

This being said, it is there-
fore well worthwhile consider-
ing the profit that can be made
from utilising the land for ag-
ricultural cropping, compared
to the profit that can be made
from taking up CSS options on
the same parcel.

Take for example a parcel
growing feed winter wheat,
with, say, a gross margin of
£744 per hectare. If you were to
plant the same hectare with
winter bird food mix, which is
option AB9 under both the CSS
Mid-Tier and Wildlife Offer,
you could receive a payment of
£640 per hectare for having
planted this crop. The winter
bird food mix can be planted in
year one and does not have to
be re-sown again until year
three (of the five-year agree-
ment), with no requirement to
fertilise or to spray unless
weeds become an issue.

The final bonus of this
option is that it does not need to
be harvested. As long as the
crop is viable there is no need
to undertake any further man-
agement to receive the £3,200
per hectare over the five years
of the CSS agreement.

This, therefore, makes it a
very profitable option, and if
used on land of low yield for
combinable crops, it can
provide a higher rate of return
than would otherwise be re-
ceived planting combinable
crops and break crops.

An often over-looked option
is the hedgerow management
option (BE3), which states that
a maximum of one third of the

hedges entered into the option
can be cut in any scheme year
(although there is no require-
ment to cut the hedges at all
over the five-year period); it is
worth mentioning that this
does not include track-side
hedges or road-side hedges.

When entering into a CSS
agreement it is a requirement
that all hedges bordering the
option land can only be cut
once every two years (50% of
the holding in each scheme
year). Taking up the BE3 man-
agement option pays £8/100m
of hedge per year, which al-
though not a large payment
compared to other options
within the scheme, is still a
contribution as there are also

Hardy exhibitors help show celebrate its centenary
BY ATHWENNA IRONS

Inclement weather failed to
dampen spirits at the Totnes &
District Show on Sunday as
the one-day event marked its
centenary year.

Despite a reduced turnout of
trade exhibitors and visitors,
celebrations continued with
gusto at Berry Farm near
Berry Pomeroy as livestock
exhibitors, food producers,
crafters and local musicians
showcased their wares.

Chairman Mark Hooper
said: “I would like to thank the

Duke of Somerset and Lord
Seymour, as well as Graeme
and Patrick Cock of Berry
Farm for allowing us to once
again use their land for this
fantastic show.

“For me, the Totnes Show
has always been a huge part of
my life. We, as a family, have
been involved in the running
of the Totnes Show for decades
and long may it continue for
future generations to come.”

Claiming the supreme cattle
championship was Dittisham
Dimpsey, a Red Ruby Devon
bull owned by Sue Fildes from

Dartmouth. Reserve went to
the Bowden Partnership, from
Buckfastleigh, with their
Ayrshire cow in-milk.

A special centenary entry of
South Devons, which attracted
exhibitors from both sides of
the Tamar in attendance, was
topped by the Rowe family’s
tremendous senior bull, North
View Claudius.

The five-year-old, owned by
Peter Rowe and shown by
Ashley Rowe with his partner
Lisa Pearce, travelled from
Trewint Farm in Menheniot,
near Liskeard, to compete at

Totnes after standing breed,
interbreed beef and supreme
cattle champion at the
Liskeard Show last month.

Sired by Welland Valley
Crusader, Claudius fended off
a strong entry to win his class
and stand breed champion,
before being narrowly denied
in the supreme.

The sheep championship
went to a Suffolk owned by
Mike Waycott and Guy
Goldring from Ashburton,
while Nick Burrington from
Kenton, Exeter, took reserve
with one of his Poll Dorsets.

the saved hedge-cutting costs
(with average flail hedge-trim-
ming costing between £35-45
per hour when undertaken by a
contractor). As the hedges
entered into option BE3 will
only need to be cut or trimmed
once in the five-year agree-
ment (which will not suit all
farming enterprises where
hedges are used to keep stock
in without any fencing), the £8/
100m would be equivalent to
£40/100m, which can be a
useful contribution, as other-
wise every farmer is required
to cut their hedges but receives
no real profit from this main-
tenance work. Of course bigger
flails and machinery is needed
but even costing this in, there

will be savings under this
option. Another over-looked
option which can be used to
great effect is option GS17, the
grazing supplement, which is
an additional payment on top
of option GS2 (low input grass-
land) of £44 per hectare for
mowing permanent grassland
for hay or silage.

Many applicants and grass-
land farmers will have grass-
land parcels that are not suit-
able for mowing, or which are
used for the grazing of live-
stock. If they are already cap-
able of meeting the require-
ments for the low input
grassland option (the main re-
strictions are that no supple-
mentary feeding can take place

on the land, only a very low
amount of fertiliser can be
spread, and no spreading can
take place between March 15 –
June 20, and the parcel cannot
be cut for hay or silage between
March 15 – June 30) it may be
worth considering this supple-
mentary option.

It is also worth mentioning
that for all of these option pay-
ments are on top of any Basic
Payment Scheme (BPS) pay-
ments that are already being
received, as a CSS application
does not affect the ability of ap-
plicants to apply for the BPS.

Therefore, if you have
already received a CSS applic-
ation pack, and have decided
not to proceed with an applic-

HUGH
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ation this year, it may be worth
re-considering this decision;
not just from an environment-
al standpoint, but also from a
purely commercial stand-
point, as CSS can provide a
guaranteed income for five
ye a r s.

Considering that the value of
produce can be affected by
factors over which one has no
control, and the unknown
future of the BPS payments
after Brexit, for some, CSS is a
very attractive scheme.

Hugh Townsend, FRICS, FAAV, FCIArb. is the
land agent/surveyor expert of the WMN Farming
supplement and he may be contacted on 01392
823935 or htownsend@
townsendcharteredsurveyors.co.uk

An often over-looked option of the Countryside Stewardship Scheme is the hedgerow management option, says Hugh Townsend of Townsend Chartered Surveyors

Ashley Rowe with the South Devon breed champion, North View Claudius

Sheep

Farm Produce

Whywould
you not sell
FREE in your
local paper?

SERIOUSLY,
skip paying
fees and get
your stuff
seen by

people who
actually live
local to you!

Savvy person

His savvymate

Really, I can
sellmy stuff
in the paper

FREE?

Future savvy seller

FREE for any itemunder £100, higher priced
items just £10whenbookedonline.
Excludes pets,motors and trade.

SELL IT

FREE
it’s really that

simple

cornwalllive.com & devonlive.com
01548559198 

BUY&SELL
whereveryouare!

cornwalllive.com & devonlive.com

OTTER ABERDEEN
ANGUS

2 Bulls for sale 2.5 yo 
& 18mths Quiet, SAC 
herd health scheme

07816 292927
01404 549023

Book
viamobile

24/7

24/7Advertising for private and trade

Agriculture

MARK ANDREW LTD 
HAY WHEAT BARLEY STRAW  

& SILAGE 
BOUGHT & SOLD 

Silage available also in small bales  
Top soil and Fodder beet  

also available  
Call Alec 

01208 852043 
07792 373202

Varying ages. 
Lovely types. 

Super temperaments.
Make ideal starter herd.

Red Ruby 
Devon Cows with Calves

01822 610774
07889 314330

Tractors, Telehandlers & Diggers,
most makes and models in any
condition for retail and export.

Immediate payment

WANTED

Phone
DaveWhitaker

01409253539 07966516374
Luke

07971304741

PEDIGREE 
HEREFORDS 
FOR SALE

Weaned Heifer Calves
Yearling Heifers 
and Young Bulls

01208 815834
WANTED

STORE CATTLE
Any age

No pre-movement test needed
on 15 months and over

Will also take TB Restricted cattle
TOP PRICES PAID
J. Symons

Tel: 01805 603250
07801 650401 • 07859 877972

Crowndale Herd 
Polled Pedigree 
South Devons 

Bulls-24 months 
PCHS & FABBL 

Holt-Martyn 
East Crowndale Farm 

Tavistock 
07836 348507

WORKING 
COLLIE PUPS

Black & white, 
parents work  

sheep & cattle
Dad has done trials, 

purchased NSA
£250

@ Lewdown
01566 783010

POL Chickens
Fully vaccinated
Price/bird: 1-6: £9.00,

7-12: £8.50, 13-20: £8.00,

21-35: £7.50, 36-49: £7.00,

50-99: £6.50, 100+ ask

Delivery Possible

07712 866551/

01626 365079
Newton Abbot Area ©
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W T Baily & Son
Suppliers of rearing calves.

Quality calves reared
to order.

Fresian Bulls wanted
TB & Clean

Please call Ali on
07831 806214 or
01404 871264/215

EXMOOR HAY & STRAW
Big Bale Wheat, Barley & Oat Straw

Also Big Bale Hay & Organic Hay available now.
Harvest 2018 Orders now being taken.

RING NOW!!!
For a Competitive Quote

Saul. 07866 504720

Sold£10

BOOKED

FREE

LAND REQUIRED TO RENT
BY K.S. COLES

For the growing of swedes 2019/20 season.
Multiple harvesting options available.

Please phone
07990 575832 or 01823 664244

M.R. HORN
BEST QUALITY HAY & STRAW.

Tractors & FarmMachinery

M.PIDSLEY
BARLEY & WHEAT STRAW

ALSO FERTILISER SUPPLIERS • DELIVERED WEST COUNTRY

FOR A COMPETITIVE QUOTE RING
01404 841525 OR 07768 883300

SHEEP
FOR SALE

120 SUFFOLK MULES 2T EWES 
150 TEXEL MULES 2T EWES

200 MULES 2T EWES
ALSO STORE LAMBS FOR SALE 

Tony England 
07836 334092

Working Dogs

Agricultural Helping Hand

RON GREET
TRACTORS

New, used & reconditioned
spares to fit most makes of

tractors. Also a good range of
wheels & tyres.

Tractors always wanted for
breaking or exports.
Cash on collection.

Bickaton,
Broadhempston, Totnes

Tel: 01803 812269
Fax: 01803 813613

Cattle

Merlo Grain Bucket £450

300 Haybob £525

Fraser Roller Mill £375

01822 615456

SEA SAND,
BEDDING AND
SPREADING,

LIME AND
SLAG DELIVERED
Suppliers of all aggregates.

Taking Hay/Straw orders 
for coming season.

D.J. Wills
01503 220190
07785 533243
07974 777145

Farm Equipment

Cattle

cornwalllive.com & devonlive.com

Wedon’t

SCALP
youwith selling fees

CONCRETE
GROOVING
For a safe non slip surface 

In your yards, cubicles 
and passageways.

Call Tim on:

01237 431713
07920 161438
www.swfb.co.uk

Superior quality, very long lasting,
natural resilience to rot and decay.
A great alternative to softwood.
Sustainable coppiced stakes.
Good variety of sizes stocked.
Prices from £1.95 per stake.

Also all sizes of wooden field gates.
Delivery available.

Torridge Gates and Timber Products.

CHESTNUT HARDWOOD
FENCING STAKES

Victoria Sawmills, Merton EX20 3QE
01805 603429 / 07795 690848
www.torridgegates.co.uk

WANTED

ALL FRIESIAN

CALVES
Including TB

Weekly Collections
Best prices

No rejections, no deductions
All cull cows including
imported/ non fabbled
SELL TO A FIRM YOU
KNOW AND TRUST

CONTACT

E C HASTE & SONS

01409 281230/ 015,
07967 023680/ 683

©
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Tractors & FarmMachinery

For Spreading or
Bedding and
Horse Arenas

SEA
SAND, LIME

& CHALK

JACK KINGDON
Bodmin 01208 831369

AGGREGATES
HARDCORE

ROAD PLANINGS etc

STORE CATTLE

WANTED

ALL AGES

also

YOUNG BEEF

BRED

FEEDING BULLS,

COWS & CALVES

PAYMENT on FARM

D Dunster

(01803) 863027 ©
L
W

HOOF CARE 

SOUTH WEST

We offer Professional 
Cattle Foot Trimming 

Services throughout the 
South West.

All work completed to 
highest standard.

Tel: 07909 447401 or 
email: hoofcaresw@gmail.com

BOOK ONLINE
and save time

Hay, Straw & Silage

Cattle

LLEYN SHEEP OPEN DAY
WEST COUNTRY LLEYN SHEEP BREEDERS CLUB

OPEN DAY

SUNDAY 5th AUGUST 2.30 pm

by kind permission of Cathy and David Evans
Oldaport Farm, Modbury, Ivybridge, Devon PL21 0TG

Lleyn are the fastest growing breed of sheep in the UK.

They are prolific, easy to handle and are
renowned for their maternal qualities.

Flock 150 was one of the first Lleyn flocks outside Wales
(established in 1982). It was successfully transplanted
to South Devon in 1989 and is now run by Cathy and
David Evans. Oldaport is an 80 acre farm in an Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The ewes lamb in late

February / early March to take advantage of spring grass.

Come and see this significant flock in its beautiful home.

ALL AREWELCOME!

Tel: 01548 830842 or 01872501749

www.mccartneys.co.uk

SATURDAY 11th AUGUST at 11.00am 
60 PEDIGREE TEXEL GIMMERS 

Annual Quality Consignments from 
LOOSEBEARE (EW Quick & Sons) 

WHITEHART (N & J Hartwright) 
HENDRE (EJ Samuel) 

Also 
140 SOUTHDOWN SHEEP 

90 Females, 50 Rams 
National Show and Sale for the Society 

Also 
180 ZWARTBLES SHEEP 

150 Females, 30 Rams 
Show and Sale for ZSA 

Also 
60 OXFORD DOWN SHEEP 

40 Females, 20 Rams 
Show and Sale for ODSBA 

Sales commence with Texels at 11.00am 
Followed by Southdowns, Zwartbles, Oxfords 

Catalogues: 01905 769770

WORCESTER MARKET

Poultry & Game

Cattle

Agricultural Auctions

Land And Farms
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