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Top tips for
Countryside
Stewardship
applications

The July 31 deadline for sub-
mitting applications is fast ap-
proaching, and Countryside
Stewardship Mid Tier packs
and Wildlife Offer packs are
arriving by email and post.

A few tips which applicants
should watch out for.

July 6 deadline for
Hedgerow RLE1s

Most applicants will need to
consider whether or not they
wish to include a hedgerow
option in their application for
this year.

If they intend to include op-
tions for management, laying
or coppicing hedgerows they
need to check their hedgerow
data on the Rural Payments
Agency (RPA) online system
and confirm that the inform-
ation represents what is
taking place on the ground.

If corrections need to be
made these must be done
using an RLE1 form and
sketch map submitted to the
RPA by the July 6 for all ap-
plications this year.

Which scheme to choose?
Should you apply under a

Mid Tier application or a Wild-
life Offer? The Wildlife Offers
are non-competitive and in-
clude some of the most pop-
ular options from the Mid Tier
agreement. There is also no
requirement under the Wild-
life Offer to meet the priorities
in your area as there is in the
Mid Tier agreement.

If therefore you are not or-
ganic and create a package of
equal or better options under
a Wildlife Offer instead of a
Mid Tier agreement this
would be the most attractive

option as you are guaranteed
an agreement if you submit a
valid application.

Do not overlook the
HEFER

The HEFER documentation,
which is sent out to all Mid
Tier applicants separately
from their packs, can easily be
overlooked and must be con-
sidered carefully. The HEFER,
which is a Historic Environ-
ment Farm Environment
Record, provides detail about
your holding.

Applicants with Scheduled
Monuments on land re-
gistered to their SBI must
ensure they are included in
the application or it will be
rejected. It is also important to
ensure that the box within the
application form is ticked con-

firming you have read and
considered the HEFER before
making your application.

Do not forget the supple-
mentary evidence

Another often overlooked
element of the claim is the
supplementary evidence that
is required for each individual
option, these can be found on
the options information page
on the Countryside Steward-
ship website (https://
w w w. g ov. u k / c o u n t r y s i d e -
stewardship-grants), or at the
back of the application form
where each option has a tick-
box to confirm the inclusion of
the supplementary evidence.
These include soil sampling,
photographs and additional
documentation. This can

Rural businesses in Cornwall
are at risk of missing out on
one of the last chances to
secure lucrative European
funding, a leading lending
company has warned.

A total of £138 million in
LEADER funding, designed to
support micro and small-size
businesses, has since 2015
been available to rural busi-
nesses across England.

But Cornish peer-to-peer
lending platform,
FOLK2FOLK, is warning that
the grants – set to continue
only until 2020 – are not being
applied for due to lack of
awareness and lack of initial
finance for projects that
LEADER funding aims to re-
i m bu r s e.

“Resilience is key in any
business and vital as we pre-
pare for Brexit,” said Ian Bell
OBE, head of farm and rural
engagement for FOLK2FOLK.

“LEADER funding creates a
huge opportunity to improve
efficiency and strengthen the
core farming business.

“Farmers and business
owners have an opportunity to
increase the income stream
through diversification. It’s a
simple case of use it or lose
it.”

LEADER funding is one of a
number of grants and funds
available to local businesses,

communities, farmers, forest-
ers and land managers seek-
ing funding for projects that
create jobs, help businesses
grow, and benefit the rural
economy. Grants range from
£5,000 to £100,000 and applic-
ation is via Local Action
Groups (LAGs).

To qualify for the grant, the
project must deliver one of
various outcomes such as: in-
creased farm productivity,
farm diversification, in-
creased rural tourism, adding
value to the local and visitor
economy by developing the
a re a ’s unique natural envir-
onment and heritage/cultural
a s s e t s.

However, as Mr Bell ex-
plained, potential grant recip-
ients currently face a “hug e
bar rier” when applying for
funding. “LEADER funding
can only be claimed in ar-
re a r s, ” he said.

“Applicants must be able to
pay for their project initially,
as grant payments will only be
made once the work being
claimed for has been com-
pleted and paid for.

“This leaves a gap where
potential recipients with fant-
astic projects are unable to
apply for the grant because
they can’t pay for the project
upfront, and this is where
FOLK2FOLK may be able to
assist.”

For further details about LEADER funding visit
the website www.gov.uk/guidance/rural-
development-programme-for-england-leader-
funding or contact FOLK2FOLK on 01684
770907.

Firms at risk
of missing out
on funding

‘LEADER creates a
huge opportunity to
improve efficiency’
Ian Bell, FOLK2FOLK

Rich vein of success continues at the Royal Highland Show
No strangers to success
already this season, Devon
cattle breeders Michael and
Melanie Alford continued
their rich vein on form at the
Royal Highland Show.

Making the journey from
Blackborough, near Cullomp-
ton with another top-class team
of British Limousin cattle, the
family scooped an impressive
haul of tricolour accolades at
the major agricultural event,
which took place from June 20-
23 near Edinburgh.

Getting the ball rolling was
Foxhillfarm Minesagin,
judged by Bob Adam to claim
reserve junior female cham-
pion, reserve female champi-
on and reserve overall breed
champion. The September

2016-born heifer, p i c t u re d
abov e, is by the world record
priced Trueman Jagger and
out of Foxhillfarm Justtheone.

Minesagin went on to feature
in the Limousin’s interbreed
team of four championship
entry, which saw the quartet

tapped out as reserve cham-
pions. Completing the line-up
was first-placed two-year-old
heifer Grahams Melody, over-
all male champion Foxhill-
farm Jasper and best cow
Burbank Jojo.

The Alford family also en-
joyed a number of other pla-
cings with her homebred fe-
males, getting under way with
a one-two in the opening class
of the day. Yearling heifer Fox-
hillfarm Naomi, another by
Trueman Jagger, took the red
rosette ahead of her stable-
mate Foxhillfarm Nigella, a
Neuf daughter out of the well-
known dam Glenrock Illu-
sion.

Foxhillfarm Natasha, also
by Trueman Jagger, was

placed second in the next class
and then Foxhillfarm
Madonna followed to stand
second to her stable-mate, Fox-
hillfarm Minesagin, in the
third class. The September
2016-born heifer Madonna, yet
another Trueman Jagger
daughter, is this time out of the
multi-award winning Bank-
dale Elizabeth.

As attentions turned to the
male judging, there was fur-
ther success for the Alfords as
Foxhillfarm Napoleon took
the reserve junior bull spot.

Napoleon is an April 2017-
born son of Foxhillfarm
Jasper – bred by the Alfords
but now in the care of Messrs
Jenkinson – and another out of
Glenrock Illusion.

‘Each individual
option needs to be
considered carefully
and the details
checked’

easily be overlooked it can
hold up or even cause an ap-
plication to be rejected early if
they are not supplied on time.

Remember some options
can have reduced payments

if already used for EFA
In completing the Mid Tier

or Wildlife Offer application it
is important for applicants to
consider their previous Basic
Payment Scheme applications
and how these may impact
upon the CSS application. Do
not forget there will be a re-
duced payment for options
under the Mid Tier scheme if
already used as EFA for Basic
Payment. This is to prevent
double funding.

BPS ineligible features
may be eligible under CSS

Not all ineligible features

under the Basic Payment
Scheme are ineligible under
the Countryside Stewardship
Mid Tier application and Wild-
life Offers, eg, water. Each in-
dividual option needs to be
considered carefully and the
details checked as to what
areas of land are eligible and
which are not.

Land to be registered
with RPA by July 31, 2018

It is also important to re-
member that all parcels which
applicants wish to include in
their application for either a
Mid Tier or Wildlife Offer
must be registered with the
RPA and a completed RLE1
form and an accompanying
map submitted to the RPA
prior to the submission of the
Wildlife Offer or Mid Tier ap-

plication for England.
Watch out for simple

errors and omissions
Finally a major issue found

by Natural England last year
was that application forms
were not completed correctly.
It is therefore recommended
that applicants seek profes-
sional advice when complet-
ing these forms or at the very
minimum have them double
checked by a competent
person before submission to
avoid an application being
held up or rejected for simple
and avoidable reasons.

Hugh Townsend, FRICS, FAAV, FCIArb. is the
land agent/surveyor expert of the WMN
Farming supplement and he may be contacted
on 01392 823935 or htownsend@
townsendcharteredsurveyors.co.uk

HUGH
TOWNSEND

Hedge laying in the traditional way on the Blackdown Hills. Hedgerow RLE1 applicants will need to check their
hedgerow data on the Rural Payments Agency (RPA) online system, says Hugh Townsend PICTURE: RICHARD AUSTIN

WANTED
STORE CATTLE

Any age
No pre-movement test needed

on 15 months and over
Will also take TB Restricted cattle

TOP PRICES PAID
J. Symons

Tel: 01805 603250
07801 650401 • 07859 877972

Crowndale Herd 
Polled Pedigree 
South Devons 

Bulls-24 months 
PCHS & FABBL 

Holt-Martyn 
East Crowndale Farm 

Tavistock 
07836 348507

OTTER ABERDEEN
ANGUS

2 Bulls for sale 2.5 yo 
& 18mths Quiet, SAC 
herd health scheme

07816 292927
01404 549023

1979 BELARUS 520
4WD TRACTOR

Excellent working order,
fully serviced & 

complete with cab
£2,650 ono

01805 804796

W T Baily & Son
Suppliers of rearing calves.

Quality calves reared
to order.

Fresian Bulls wanted
TB & Clean

Please call Ali on
07831 806214 or
01404 871264/215

Tractors, Telehandlers & Diggers,
most makes and models in any
condition for retail and export.

Immediate payment

WANTED

Phone
DaveWhitaker

01409253539 07966516374
Luke

07971304741

PEDIGREE
DEVON REDS

FOR SALE
Cows and calves Heifers 

of various ages  
And quality stock bull

07580 272295

EXMOOR HAY & STRAW
Big Bale Wheat, Barley & Oat Straw

Also Big Bale Hay & Organic Hay available now.
Harvest 2018 Orders now being taken.

RING NOW!!!
For a Competitive Quote

Saul. 07866 504720

M.PIDSLEY
BARLEY & WHEAT STRAW

ALSO FERTILISER SUPPLIERS • DELIVERED WEST COUNTRY

FOR A COMPETITIVE QUOTE RING
01404 841525 OR 07768 883300

RON GREET
TRACTORS

New, used & reconditioned
spares to fit most makes of

tractors. Also a good range of
wheels & tyres.

Tractors always wanted for
breaking or exports.
Cash on collection.

Bickaton,
Broadhempston, Totnes

Tel: 01803 812269
Fax: 01803 813613

SEA SAND,
BEDDING AND
SPREADING,

LIME AND
SLAG DELIVERED
Suppliers of all aggregates.

Taking Hay/Straw orders 
for coming season.

D.J. Wills
01503 220190
07785 533243
07974 777145

KILLERTON
LIMOUSIN

PEDIGREE BULLS
FOR SALE

Bulls from 16-24 months old
TB Tested. BVD, IBR & Lepto

Vaccinated and Semen tested.
Beef values in the top 10%

Patrick Greed - Exeter
Tel. 01392 841228 or
Mob. 07850 952983

SMALL HERD OF DEVON CATTLE

Herd book registered

Offers invited

North Devon Area

Tel: 07718164101

Cattle

Farm Equipment

Hay, Straw & Silage

Sold£30

BOOKED

FREE

cornwalllive.com & devonlive.com

Poultry & Game Poultry & Game

Tractors & FarmMachinery

It’s okay to followthe

HERD

Shepherdyourway toFREEads

cornwalllive.com & devonlive.com
FREE for any itemunder £100, higher priced items just £10when

bookedonline. Excludes pets,motors and trade.

WANTED

ALL FRIESIAN

CALVES
Including TB

Weekly Collections
Best prices

No rejections, no deductions
All cull cows including
imported/ non fabbled
SELL TO A FIRM YOU
KNOW AND TRUST

CONTACT

E C HASTE & SONS

01409 281230/ 015,
07967 023680/ 683

©
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Sold£95

BOOKED

FREE

cornwalllive.com & devonlive.com

STORE CATTLE

WANTED

ALL AGES

also

YOUNG BEEF

BRED

FEEDING BULLS,

COWS & CALVES

PAYMENT on FARM

D Dunster

(01803) 863027 ©
L
W

For Spreading or
Bedding and
Horse Arenas

SEA
SAND, LIME

& CHALK

JACK KINGDON
Bodmin 01208 831369

AGGREGATES
HARDCORE

ROAD PLANINGS etc

Superior quality, very long lasting,
natural resilience to rot and decay.
A great alternative to softwood.
Sustainable coppiced stakes.
Good variety of sizes stocked.
Prices from £1.95 per stake.

Also all sizes of wooden field gates.
Delivery available.

Torridge Gates and Timber Products.

CHESTNUT HARDWOOD
FENCING STAKES

Victoria Sawmills, Merton EX20 3QE
01805 603429 / 07795 690848
www.torridgegates.co.uk

Tractors & FarmMachineryFarm Produce

General Livestock

POL Chickens
Fully vaccinated
Price/bird: 1-6: £9.00,

7-12: £8.50, 13-20: £8.00,

21-35: £7.50, 36-49: £7.00,

50-99: £6.50, 100+ ask

Delivery Possible

07712 866551/

01626 365079
Newton Abbot Area ©
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Share the love
with your friends

Book
viamobile

24/7

24/7Advertising for private and trade

Agriculture

PEDIGREE
ABERDEEN

ANGUS
Quality Bulls ready to work &
females. Easy calving, good

growth rate & conformation. Quiet.
Premium cattle Health Scheme.
Breed Plan. FABBL. TB FREE.

I.D. & D. ROWE.
Bosullow Herd 01736 364070
zennorbells@yahoo.co.uk

WANTED
STANDING CROP

01769 550560
07774 115594

Ray Dullam

Pedigree Simmental & 
Limousin Bulls 
Quiet, easy calving 

Ready to work
Ideal commercial Crossing

All TB Tested 
Sampson 

Mob. 07860 580498

MARK ANDREW LTD 
HAY WHEAT BARLEY STRAW  

& SILAGE 
BOUGHT & SOLD 

Silage available also in small bales  
Top soil and Fodder beet  

also available  
Call Alec 

01208 852043 
07792 373202

Cattle
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