
WESTERN MORNING NEWS WEDNESDAY AUGUST 22 2018 FARMING 7WMN-E01-S36 FARMING WEDNESDAY AUGUST 22 2018 WESTERN MORNING NEWS WMN-E01-S3 Brought to you in association with Townsend Chartered Surveyors Brought to you in association with Townsend Chartered Surveyors

Countryside
Stewardship
applications –
final checks

The deadline to submit a Mid
Tier/Wildlife Offer Coun-
tryside Stewardship (CS) ap-
plication is only seven work-
ing days away.

With this in mind there are a
number of matters that all ap-
plicants should consider
before posting their applica-
tion to Natural England.

Reading the guidance
It is important when sub-

mitting a CS application that
one has read all the guidance
available for the agreement
and not just the information
for the selected options. For
example it does not state on
the capital items, but it does in
the Mid Tier manual, that if
you are applying for more
than £50,000 worth of capital
items then you must provide a
letter from a Chartered Ac-
countant. The letter must con-
firm that the business or SBI
has the resources from trad-
ing profits, reserves or loans
to undertake the works and
pay for them before receiving
any payment from Natural
England.

It is also worth remember-
ing that some options will
state they require evidence
without stating exactly which
form this evidence should
take. For example Option OT2:
Organic land management –
unimproved permanent grass-
land, the option information
states that Natural England
require evidence that the
grassland is unimproved but
does not explain what evid-
ence they require to prove this
to allow an application to be
prog ressed.

Choosing the right options

It is essential when compiling
an application that you choose
the correct options for your
farming enterprise and, if it is
a Mid Tier application, that
they meet the priorities for
your area to give you a com-
petitive application. Check the
option guidelines carefully
and ensure that you can meet
all the requirements before
submitting. Applications for
permanent grassland options
on land parcels identified as
an arable crop or temporary
grass on the RPA online
system will not be accepted
and vice versa.

Supporting evidence
A number of options for both
the Mid Tier and Wildlife
Offers require supporting
evidence. Option GS2: Per-
manent grassland with very
low inputs (outside SDAs) re-
quires the submission of a per-
manent grassland assessment
form which, depending on
your application, may require
a professional to inspect your
holding and identify the type
of grassland. A common type
of evidence is photographs.
These have to be presented in a
particular way which is de-
tailed on page 48 of the Mid
Tier manual.

Checking your RPA data
and application
Always check the RPA online
data to make sure it is up to
date and accurate. If you are
applying for capital items on a
farm yard, check the yard is
registered as a parcel to your
holding and if it isn’t submit
an RLE1 to the RPA. It is also
worth enclosing a copy of the
form and plan with your ap-
plication to assist Natural
England when they are pro-
cessing your application.

If possible, have someone
else check your application to
make sure you have ticked all
the boxes and included all the

An innovative set of trials has
helped farmers test the accur-
acy of nitrogen management
in their winter wheat crops.

Wheat yields differed both
between farms and within
farms but the cause of most of
the variation was deemed un-
likely to be a result of nitrogen
t a c t i c s.

The conclusions add weight
to other research findings that
show, if nitrogen rates are cal-
culated using RB209 and a nu-
trient management plan is
drawn up and followed, yield
variation is most likely caused
by other factors.

The AHDB-funded ‘LearN’
project tested a radical new
approach to help farmers
work out whether they were
applying too much, too little or
just the right amount of ni-
trogen fertiliser.

The project recruited 18
highly engaged farmers, who
already followed best nutrient
management practice, to test
their farms’ standard N rates
in simple tramline trials.

The trials, which ran from
2014 to 2017, tested single rep-
licates of two treatments
(60kg/ha more and less than
the farm standard rate of fer-
tiliser nitrogen) in alternate
t r a m l i n e s.

A yield increase of 0.3t/ha
was deemed necessary to pay
for an additional 60kgN/ha –
based on a wheat price of £140/

t and fertiliser costs of £0.70/
kg. The average wheat yield
(142 tramline experiments)
was 11.43t/ha for the farm
standard. On average, yields
were reduced by 0.36t/ha for
the minus 60kgN/ha treatment
and increased by 0.36t/ha for
the plus 60kgN/ha treatment.

Sajjad Awan, who manages
nutrient management re-
search at AHDB, said: “On bal-
ance, there was little, if any,
economic incentive to deviate
from the standard nitrogen
rate on these farms.

“The benefits of tramline
trials depend on the accuracy
of the standard nitrogen rate,
as well as the accuracy of the
trial. If the accuracy is already
there, then there’ll be little
benefit of increasing or de-
creasing rates. However, the
farmer does get peace of mind
by knowing the current ap-
proach is right.”

Sajjad continued: “A c ro s s
all experiments, none of the
farms was applying too much
or too little nitrogen consist-
ently. This means that the
large variation in yield, both
across farms and fields, was
probably the result of agro-
nomic, genetic, chemical, soil
or engineering factors. The
best way to optimise nitrogen
applications is to follow
RB209, develop a nutrient
management plan and flex it
in response to the season.”

The full final report can be accessed via
cereals.ahdb.org.uk/learn

Trials help test
accuracy of
nitrogen use

‘Peace of mind by
knowing the current
approach is right’
Sajjad Awan

NFU president is guest of honour at opening of new office
National Farmers’ Union
(NFU) president, Minette Bat-
ters, was the guest of honour
at the opening of a new NFU
and NFU Mutual office in West
Somerset.

Before cutting the ribbon to
open the newly-refurbished
building in Williton, Ms Bat-
ters told a meeting of farmers
how pleased she was to see all
the investment that had gone
in and praised the staff from
both organisations for all the
hard work they did on their
b e h a l f.

“The NFU and NFU Mutual
have a unique structure so we
can really deliver for our mem-

bers – we certainly couldn’t do
all the things we do without
them,” she said at the event on
Thursday, August 9.

Ms Batters added that,
ahead of Brexit, the NFU was
working with like-minded or-
ganisations to ensure British
food production was treated
with the importance it de-
s e r ve d .

“We must build alliances
and work as team agriculture
to make sure the Government
introduces primary legisla-
tion to stop food produced to
lower standards being impor-
ted into the UK.”

The new, larger Williton Minette Batters cuts the ribbon of the new NFU Mutual office in Williton

premises on Bank Street,
downstairs from the old office,
will look after customers of
both the Williton and Rooks-
bridge NFU Mutual agencies
and has seen considerable in-
vestment this year. There is a
meeting room and an inter-
view room, so customers can
discuss their insurance re-
quirements in a more com-
fortable and confidential set-
ting.

Three new customer service
advisors and an account hand-
ler have been employed and
one staff member has been
promoted to look after busi-
ness development.

necessary supporting evid-
ence. Natural England are be-
coming less lenient with
regard to mistakes in applic-
ations and supporting evid-
ence being submitted after a
d e a d l i n e.

Planning for Next Year
It is also a good idea to con-
sider next year’s cropping and
Basic Payment Scheme applic-
ation, this will prevent com-
plication and further costs.

If one is selecting a spring
sown option like AB9: Winter
bird food it may be prudent to
leave the field designated for
the option as fallow or allocate
a spring crop so that winter
crops do not have to be
ploughed out if the application

is successful and the land can
still be utilised as Ecological
Focus Areas (EFA) or a spring
crop if unsuccessful. In pre-
vious years it was possible to
utilise certain CS options as
EFA and take a reduction in
the option payment.

It has been announced re-
cently that 18 Countryside
Stewardship options can no
longer be used as EFA under
the Basic Payment Scheme al-
though hedges included in a
CS agreement can still be used
as EFA without incurring a
payment reduction.

Signing the form and
submitting
The forms must be signed by
applicants or agents with an

appropriate “submit” level of
permission for Countryside
Stewardship on the RPA
online system. The address to
return the forms to will
depend on your location and
applicants should check care-
fully that they are returning
the forms to the correct loc-
ation. When posting it is
worth using a special delivery
service which is tracked or
signed for to ensure you have
proof that your application ar-
rived with Natural England in
t i m e.

Hugh Townsend, FRICS, FAAV, FCIArb. is the
land agent/surveyor expert of the WMN
Farming supplement and he may be contacted
on 01392 823935 or htownsend@
townsendcharteredsurveyors.co.uk

HUGH
TOWNSEND

Applications for permanent grassland options may require supporting evidence, such as a photograph

PEDIGREE ABERDEEN  
ANGUS BULL 

Traditional type, 
17mths,  

ready to work, £1,750

PEDIGREE AA HEIFER 
17mths, £950

07979 036315

Crowndale Herd 
Polled Pedigree 
South Devons 

Bulls-24 months 
PCHS & FABBL 

Holt-Martyn 
East Crowndale Farm 

Tavistock 
07836 348507

W T Baily & Son
Suppliers of rearing calves.

Quality calves reared
to order.

Fresian Bulls wanted
TB & Clean

Please call Ali on
07831 806214 or
01404 871264/215

MARK ANDREW LTD 
HAY WHEAT BARLEY STRAW  

& SILAGE 
BOUGHT & SOLD 

Silage available also in small bales  
Top soil and Fodder beet  

also available  
Call Alec 

01208 852043 
07792 373202

Driven 
Shooting
North Devon 

70 Bird Days or 
150 to 200 Bird Days

From 1st November to 
31st January 

Pheasant and Partridge Mixed

01237 432286 
07769 585997

24/7Advertising for private and trade

Agriculture

POL Chickens
Fully vaccinated
Price/bird: 1-6: £9.00,

7-12: £8.50, 13-20: £8.00,

21-35: £7.50, 36-49: £7.00,

50-99: £6.50, 100+ ask

Delivery Possible

07712 866551/

01626 365079
Newton Abbot Area ©
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PEDIGREE 
HEREFORDS 
FOR SALE

Weaned Heifer Calves
Yearling Heifers 
and Young Bulls

01208 815834
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Tractors, Telehandlers & Diggers,
most makes and models in any
condition for retail and export.

Immediate payment

WANTED

Phone
DaveWhitaker

01409253539 07966516374
Luke

07971304741

WANTED
STORE CATTLE

Any age
No pre-movement test needed

on 15 months and over
Will also take TB Restricted cattle

TOP PRICES PAID
J. Symons

Tel: 01805 603250
07801 650401 • 07859 877972

PEDIGREE

M.PIDSLEY
BARLEY & WHEAT STRAW

ALSO FERTILISER SUPPLIERS • DELIVERED WEST COUNTRY

FOR A COMPETITIVE QUOTE RING
01404 841525 OR 07768 883300

MASSEY FERGUSON 
TRACTOR

3060 4 Wheel Drive
Excellent Working Order 

With good Tyres 
£6,250 ONO

FORD 4000 TRACTOR 
Excellent Working Order Fully Serviced 

£2,950 ONO 
01805 804796

EXMOOR HAY & STRAW
Big Bale Wheat, Barley & Oat Straw

Harvest 2018 Orders now being taken.
Any Bale Size Available

RING NOW!!!
For a Competitive Quote

Saul. 07866 504720

M.R. HORN
BEST QUALITY HAY & STRAW.

SHEEP
FOR SALE

120 SUFFOLK MULES 2T EWES 
150 TEXEL MULES 2T EWES

200 MULES 2T EWES
ALSO STORE LAMBS FOR SALE 

Tony England 
07836 334092

RON GREET
TRACTORS

New, used & reconditioned
spares to fit most makes of

tractors. Also a good range of
wheels & tyres.

Tractors always wanted for
breaking or exports.
Cash on collection.

Bickaton,
Broadhempston, Totnes

Tel: 01803 812269
Fax: 01803 813613

LAND REQUIRED TO RENT
BY K.S. COLES

For the growing of swedes 2019/20 season.
Multiple harvesting options available.

Please phone
07990 575832 or 01823 664244

AGRICULTURAL Land
nr Bratton Clovelly

1 field of 5.65 acres, bridleway
access. £70,000.ono

2 fields with ½ acre woodland
totalling 11.36 PDR for 495sq
ft steel building. Access to

road £115,000
Price for all 17.03 Acres.

£175,000.
07875707683

jj.asmith@btinternet.com

Merlo Grain Bucket £450

300 Haybob £525

Fraser Roller Mill £375

01822 615456

SEA SAND,
BEDDING AND
SPREADING,

LIME AND
SLAG DELIVERED
Suppliers of all aggregates.

Taking Hay/Straw orders 
for coming season.

D.J. Wills
01503 220190
07785 533243
07974 777145

THIS SATURDAY 25th AUGUST 2018
CHAGFORD COUNTRY FAIR

ANNUAL AUCTION OF 450 SHEEP,
POULTRY, MACHINERY and SUNDRIES

300 STORE & EWE LAMBS, 150 EWES & 10 RAMS incl:
Ewes  

 
Lambs  

Rams:

 

AUCTION COMMENCES AT 11 am; CATERER IN ATTENDANCE
CHAGFORD MARKET, TQ13 8DR

 

HOOF CARE 

SOUTH WEST

We offer Professional 
Cattle Foot Trimming 

Services throughout the 
South West.

All work completed to 
highest standard.

Tel: 07909 447401 or 
email: hoofcaresw@gmail.com

WANTED

ALL FRIESIAN

CALVES
Including TB

Weekly Collections
Best prices

No rejections, no deductions
All cull cows including
imported/ non fabbled
SELL TO A FIRM YOU
KNOW AND TRUST

CONTACT

E C HASTE & SONS

01409 281230/ 015,
07967 023680/ 683

©
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Tractors & FarmMachinery

For Spreading or
Bedding and
Horse Arenas

SEA
SAND, LIME

& CHALK

JACK KINGDON
Bodmin 01208 831369

AGGREGATES
HARDCORE

ROAD PLANINGS etc

CattleCattle

Cattle

Cattle

Superior quality, very long lasting,
natural resilience to rot and decay.
A great alternative to softwood.
Sustainable coppiced stakes.
Good variety of sizes stocked.
Prices from £1.95 per stake.

Also all sizes of wooden field gates.
Delivery available.

Torridge Gates and Timber Products.

CHESTNUT HARDWOOD
FENCING STAKES

Victoria Sawmills, Merton EX20 3QE
01805 603429 / 07795 690848
www.torridgegates.co.uk

STORE CATTLE

WANTED

ALL AGES

also

YOUNG BEEF

BRED

FEEDING BULLS,

COWS & CALVES

PAYMENT on FARM

D Dunster

(01803) 863027 ©
L
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Poultry & Game

Tractors & FarmMachinery

Tractors & FarmMachinery

Sheep

ENGLISH NATIONAL SHOW AND SALE
500
TEXEL SHEEP
Pedigree, Inspected & MV Accredited
100 Shearling Ewes
300 Ram Lambs
100 Shearling Rams
WORCESTER MARKET
MONDAY 27th AUGUST - 5.30pm Females
TUESDAY 28th AUGUST - 10.00am Ram Lambs
 - 12noon Shearling Rams

COMMERCIAL BUYERS PLEASE NOTE:
Plenty of good commercial Rams on offer - Have a stress 
free day at Worcester
Catalogues: 01905 769770

WORCESTER MARKET
FRIDAY 7th SEPTEMBER
154 BELTEX SHEEP
98 Rams, 56 Females
Show at 8.30am, Sale at 10.30am
Also
256 BLUE TEXEL SHEEP
138 Females, 118 Rams
Shows and Sales for the Respective Societies
Catalogues: 01905 769770

www.mccartneys.co.uk

Book online
WHYNOT?

Farm Produce

Agricultural Auctions

Land And Farms

Poultry & Game

Hay, Straw & Silage

Farm Equipment

Bought and Sold Immediate Delivery

HAY,WHEAT&
BARLEY STRAW
HAY,WHEAT&
BARLEY STRAW

CALL IAN WEBBER
01823 698570 OR 07831 364644

ADDYOUR

PICTURE
&SELLQUICK
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