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FACT SHEET 4 
Woodland Carbon - Pre-planting Options 

CARP1FACT SHEETS/FS4—WOODLAND CARBON 
- Pre-planting option 

Choice of site 

Registration  
Decide whether to apply for WCG 

option or just selling on OM.  
Total lifetime sequestration  

calculated 

Apply for validation.  
Total lifetime sequestration  

recalculated by validator 

Apply for WCG 

WCG Reverse Auction 
30-35 year ‘option-
contract’ awarded 

PIUs issued (buffer reduction 
applied to the sequestration  

calculated by validator) 

Sell PIUs on OM (Some 
or all) 

OM Planting (post registration) 

1st Verification  
(5 years after validation) 

Some PIUs are converted  
to WCUs 

Option to sell WCUs 
under WCG ‘option-

contract’ 

Sell WCUs on OM 

WCUs go to buyer of 
PIUs to offset or sell on 

OM 

Design 

WCG Planting begins 

- Open Market (OM) and WCG 
- WCG only 
- Planting 



 

2 of 2 pages 

If you are thinking of selling Pending Issuance Units or Carbon Units, whether under the Woodland Carbon code, Peatland Code, upcoming Soil 
Carbon code or even through a private sector measurement system, we advise you to first consider the likely future requirement for your business to 
become carbon neutral. You may in future require carbon offsets for your own use, and may make a net loss if you sell the carbon sequestered on your 
own holding only to buy further offsets from elsewhere. 
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15 years after planting 

Some of remaining PIUs 
converted to WCUs 

3rd Verification 
25 years after planting 

Some of remaining PIUs 
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4th Verification 
35 years after planting 

Some of remaining PIUs 
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contract’ ends  

Use OM for remaining WCUs 

Repeating every 10 years until 
woodland sequestration limit is 

reached (depending on tree type) 
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This flowchart is for illustration purposes only and professional advice in detail will be needed before relying on this information.  
Published 28.9.20. Contact Mark Burton on 01392 823935 or email carbon@townsendcharteredsurveyors.co.uk 


