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Brokers are reporting prices for non-severely disadvantaged area (SDA) basic payment
entitlements are currently ranging from £150 to £200/unit.

Hugh Townsend, of Townsend Chartered Surveyors, said prices were higher than at the same
point in 2021, with deals for non-SDA entitlements in England being struck at £160 to
£200/unit plus VAT, depending on lot size.

This compares with £110 to £140/unit 12 months ago.

Values were also strong for Region 1 entitlements in Scotland with latest prices exceeding
£170/unit, compared with £150/unit in 2021.

Mr Townsend said demand was outstripping supply, with several of those in the market to
buy looking for a relatively large number of entitlements (60 -100).
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Buyers were being influenced by the prospect of payments being delinked and, given the
other uncertainties currently facing farmers, there was an appeal to maximising claims for
what are secure payments from government, he said.

lan Potter, of lan Potter Associates, said mid-March was still too early for there to be many

buyers or sellers in the market.

But the deals he had struck so far were at the £150 to £160/unit mark, for non-SDA
entitlements.

“It is quiet — people have got other priorities at the moment. Everyone is preoccupied with
increasing costs,” he said.

Public access to private land

The direction of policy change means there are clear opportunities for farmers to reap financial
rewards from public access. Public access can be provided by a landowner as a community benefit
or it can be granted under a scheme such as Countryside Stewardship. Some landowners are also
cashing in on the surge in dog ownership, letting out whole fields specifically for dog walkers. Join
our experts as we debate the dos and don'ts of public access to private land. (2

Register now
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