> Nutrient Neutrality
seeks to reduce the eMect

Devil will be in detail of
latest planning reforms

N December 15, the Gov-
o ernment Wvited views on a
planning reform  working
paper which reviews the way In
which developers can meet e
rosmental obligatons
The suggested changes have a
particular  impact on Nutrent
Neutrality mdtigation. In its cur-
rent farm  the scheme often
redqudres  developers  t0 have
secured maigation measures for
any environmental damage their
project will cause, prioe to the
approval of planning permissson
Significant limitations and delays
on housing devedopment  have
resulted from this, creating a stu.
atlon Incampatible with the Gov-
ernment’s commigment to the
building of 1.5 millson new homes.

Land agent and surveyor expert Hugh Townsend
takes a closer look at the Government’s suggested
new approach to Nutrient Neutrality mitigation

he new propasition involves
the creatton of a Nature Restora.
tion Fund which will be run by a
single delivery body. The develdop-
er will make a payment tnto this
fund which will be used by the
delivery body 1o carry out minga-
1O MEasures.

It 1s suggested that by amlying
both {unding and management
under one body the current plece-
meal approach 10 protecung our
rivers can be replaced by a more
coordinated and  holistic  effan

better suited to tackling reglonal
sssues such as nutrient pollution.
Impoctancly, the proposed
changes would also allow bullding
0 commence nmedsately upon
receipt of payment into the Nature
Restoranson Fand. Whikst this will
be welcome news to developers, i
is Important 10 be aware of several
points. This proposal, if accepeed,
will not be Implemented quicky.
For the ume being therefore,
pressure is stll on developers to
secure thetr own matgation o they

wish lor developmemt to proceed
in the foreseeable future,

One of the most efficient ways
for a developer 1o secure nu‘(l;fu‘
tion s to purchase nutnient credics
produced by pevate landowners
an the open market. The paper
suggests the open market will ren
alongsude the new Nature Restora-
tion Fund

For further clanfication we will

have to walt for the p::ros.al o {0
through parbament and as always,
the devil is aften 1n the last-min.
ute decall.
B Hugh Townsend, FRICS, FAAV,
FUIAD. & the land agent / survey-
or expert of WMN Farmang and
can be contacted on 01392 823935
or emall htownsend@tonnsend-
charteredsurveyors couk.



